


ILLICIT DRUG TOXICTITY DEATHS:
LOCAL CONTEXT

• British Columbia:

– 2.5 times the national average 

• Vancouver: 

– 4.3 times the national average



START OF THE PANDEMIC

• How will pandemic impact the opioid crisis? 

• Potential for border restrictions to severely 
limit local drug supply.



PANDEMIC IMPACTS
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B.C. – ILLICIT DRUG TOXICITY DEATHS



• Nearly 5 British Columbians 
die per day

• In Vancouver, more than    
1 person dies per day

• More deaths than suicide, 
traffic collisions and 
homicides combined



CURRENT STATUS

• 49% of all cases involved benzodiazepines (etizolam) 

• Naloxone is less effective in combating benzodiazepines

• Resurgence of carfentanil



VPD STRATEGY

• Compassion for those with 
substance use disorder

• Local history of being 
progressive

• Recognize the need for a 
health led approach



VPD STRATEGY

• Enforcement: focus on those doing the most harm

– Importing

– Manufacturing 

– Trafficking



DECRIMINALIZATION

• November 25th, 2020 – Vancouver Council motion

• December 7th, 2020 – written submission to Health Canada 

• March 1st, 2021 – first framework submitted

• Work is ongoing 

• Coordinated effort between:



SAFE SUPPLY



CONTACT INFO:

Phil Heard

Inspector

Organized Crime Section

604-717-2960

phil.heard@vpd.ca


